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are about 250,000 to 300,000 workers distributed as
follows: about 50,000 are employed in the timber indus-
try, 30,000 in rubber production and about 20,000 in tin
mining. The labour conditions of the Siamese workers
are practically inhuman and there is neither labour
legislation nor even the most elementary provisions for
labour protection and safety devices. In Siam, woman
and child-labour is widely employed. The women work
equally with men at the most difficult jobs, but they are
paid only half or at most two thirds of the men's wages.

In Siam, under the rule of the American and British
capitalists, there exists the most humiliating discrimina-
tion against the Siamese and Chinese workers. Before
the war in the Pacific Ocean the trade union movement
in Siam was still in embryo. After the offensive of
Japanese militarism in the South-East Asiatic countries,
workers' organisations in the form of mutual aid associa-
tions began to be set up rapidly, in which the workers
of different groups and nationalities united to fight toge-
ther for the improvement of their conditions.

At the beginning of 1942, the working class establi-
shed the "Anti-Japanese Volunteer Corps", of which
the workers formed the mainstay. The working class
played the leading role in the people's anti-Japanese
front and became the backbone of all the progressive
social forces of Siam in their struggle against Japanese
militarism and the Phibul Songgram clique*

During the occupation period these corps played an
important role in the resistance movement against the
Japanese militarists. In November 1944, the first trade
union association of workers, the Bangkok Federation of
Trade Unions, was established. The Federation was a
member of the Anti-Japanese League of Siam, and while
working underground took an active part in the struggle
against the Japanese invaders. It called upon the workers
to join the volunteer corps, carried on educational
activities, and rendered help to sick and unemployed
workers* During this period of struggle against the
Japanese invaders the Siamese, Chinese and workers of
other nationalities, having understood their common
interests, achieved tremendous success in their
unification.